THE EVIDENCE  OF THE PLAYS
In this interesting and suggestive manner, Mrs.
Clark has dealt with the entire series of the
Shakespeare plays; and definitely dismisses the
case for Shakspere of Stratford as the author.
Admiral Holland, on the internal evidence of
the plays, shows that the first play, A Midsummer
Nighfs Dream, was written in 1573. Among the
thirteen reasons is the following:
And then the moon, like to a silver bow
New bent in heaven, shall behold the night
Of our solemnities.    (I, i)
No doubt they rose up early to observe the rite
of May.    (IV, i)
"New Moon and May Day coincide averagely,
though not regularly, once in twenty-nine years.
This was the case in 1573."
A Midsummer Nighfs Dream was apparently
revised by Oxford and his son-in-law Derby.
Professor Abel Lefranc has shown conclusively
that the scene between Oberon and Puck, refer-
ring to the " Fair Vestal thron'd in the West,"
is an allusion to the Elvetam celebrations when
Lord Hertford entertained the Queen in 1591;
and the references to bad weather would seem to
refer to 1594.